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On March 24, the 16th annual Person Of The Year award 
ceremony took place in Palats Ukraina in numerous 

categories, honoring those selected by a jury for high 
professional and civic achievements. Seventeen nominations 
covered the main areas from all business fields as well as 
journalism and culture. Every nomination was presented 
by prominent businesspeople, sports figures, politicians or 
celebrities. The ceremony took about four hours and had 
several show numbers. The rest of the time was filled with 
nominations as well as announcements on behalf of the 
numerous sponsors of the ceremony. In fact, the time devoted 
to pitching sponsors was generous and distracted from the 
ceremony itself. One highlight was the presence of French 
singer and actress Patricia Kaas, who not only performed 
her songs but also accepted a special award for revival of 
cultural contacts. Apart from Kaas, some Ukrainian pop stars 
livened up the long ceremony, including Svetlana Loboda and 
Kamaliya and Russian actor Dmitry Kharatyan. Full details can 
be found at http://www.ludinaroku.com.ua/volodari/2011 
(Photos by Kostyantyn Chernichkin)
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The red carpet was put to good 
use by guests and the media

Actors Olga Sumska and Dmitry Kharatyan

Kamaliya, the wife of Kyiv 
Post publisher Mohammad 
Zahoor, performs in an outfit 
reminiscent of Lady Gaga.

The opening performance of the 
award ceremony featured a ballet 
with golden girls

Oleg Blokhin, Ukraine football 
team coach (left) and Lilia 
Podkopayeva, ex-gymnast (in the 
middle) present singer Natalya 
Korolyova's (right) special award

Former Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk and 
French performer Patricia Kaas, special guest of the 
ceremony

field team performed well in 
Turkey, finishing sixth in the medal 
table with Dobrynska’s gold and two 
silvers.

The multi-event champion said this 
was in spite of the poor support that 
athletes receive.

“There were about 170 teams in 
Istanbul, so our result is very good,” 
Dobrynska said. “It shows that athlet-
ics in Ukraine is alive and kicking. 
However, it isn’t flourishing. There is 
no special stadium even in Kyiv, just a 
covered track and field where experi-
enced athletes train along with teenag-
ers and children. The training centers 
in the Crimea are overcrowded as 
well. Ukraine needs to develop sports 
infrastructure, otherwise athletes will 
go to train to Russia, Italy and Portugal. 
And some may prefer to stay there for 
awhile.”

Financial support for anyone but the 
top athletes is rare in Ukraine, making 
the difference between winning and 

losing all the more stark, as failure to 
perform well in several competitions 
can bring an end to a career.

As can doping, a black spot in 
the history of track and field in the 
Soviet Union and Ukraine. Lyudmila 
Blondska, who won the silver medal in 
Beijing, was stripped of the award and 
banned for life after testing positive for 
steroids.

Dobrynska has never been con-
nected with doping, and she bristles 
at the media for only covering sports 
when there’s a scandal involved.

“Ukrainian media pay attention 
when there is any kind of scandal in 
sports. They fan the flames and ram 
into people that sports are bad,” she 
said.

Dobrynska said she wants to con-
tribute to society and bring some more 
positive attention to her sport, like 
legendary Soviet and Ukrainian pole 
vaulter Serhiy Bubka, who is now an 
adviser to the president and head of 

Ukraine’s Olympic Committee. 
She is already a deputy on the 

Vinnytsia Oblast council and sees a pos-
sible future in politics when her career 
ends, or as a sports administrator.

Not that Dobrynska is thinking of 
retiring just yet.

At the age of 30, she said she has a 
few more years at the top level, and is 
even aiming higher.

“I haven’t won golds at the world 
or European outdoor championships,” 
she said. “I want to fully realize myself 
in sports. I achieved good results in 
Istanbul in setting the record. But I 
need to gain even more points than 
my 5,013 mark. The record should be 
bettered so it will remain for a longer 
time.”  

Kyiv Post staff writer Denis Rafalsky 
can be reached at rafalsky@kyivpost.
com 

World champion Natalia Dobrynska 
says athletes are ignored by press

17
Natalia Dobrynska, a world 
champion. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)


